CHAPTER VIII.
MESIHI.

The only other poet of eminence whose career falls wholly
within the reign of Bayezfd II is the talented and original
writer generally known by his pen-name of Mesfhf. Sehf and
Riyazf' alone among the biographers mention the personal
name of this poet, which, according to them, was Mesih.
But neither they nor any of the others have aught to tell

s

us concerning the poet's parentage, all that we can learn
from them being that he was born at Prishtina, an important
town of northern Albania. As the population of this town
has at all times consisted chiefly of Albanians, it is by no
means improbable that there may have been something of
an Arnaut strain in Mesfhf, which might perhaps account
in a measure for his unwonted audacity as a poet.

cAshiq is the only one of the biographers to give us any
particulars concerning Mesihfs history. From what he says
it is evident that the future poet must in early life have
found his way to Constantinople. He appears to have begun
his career as a softa, that is, a student of the Law; but he
soon turned his attention to calligraphy, in which he took
great pleasure, and which he practised with much success.
His skill in this art won for him the good graces of the
illustrious vezir cAli Pasha, l one of the greatest contemporary

1 Khadim  CAH  Pasha,   or  cAli   Pasha  the  Eunuch,  was  one   of the most